
Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2

Were the Vikings raiders, traders
or something else?

What did the ancient Egyptians
believe?

What does the census tell us about
the local area?

Extending their understanding of
different societies, children learn about
the Vikings and the struggle for Britain.

They develop their chronological
understanding and explore new types of

sources, including oral histories, to
learn about the Vikings and the impact
they had on local British communities.
Using historical enquiry techniques,

pupils investigate whether the Vikings
were raiders, traders or settlers.

Developing awareness of how
historians find out about the past
using mummies, the Book of the

Dead and pyramids. Learning about
the importance of religion in the

ancient Egyptians’ lives and
considering how this is evident in

pyramids, worship and
mummification. Learning how the
ancient Egyptians explained the
existence of the world using their

creation story.

Investigating the census records of
different areas, children make inferences
about the lives of people from the past.
They explore what the census can show

about Victorian jobs, the suffrage
movement and the interwar period.
Children identify how the census

changes and consider the usefulness and
limitations of census data. In Lesson 6,

they plan and carry out their own
enquiries about who lived in their local

school area.

History Curriculum Overview
Year 5 and 6

Cycle A



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1

What was life like in Tudor
England?

What was the impact of WWII
on the people of Great Britain?

Unheard History - Who should go
on a banknote?

Comparing Henry VIII and Elizabeth I,
children learn about the changing

nature of monarchy. They learn how
both monarchs tried to control the

public perception of themselves using
portraits and royal progresses. Using

Tudor inventories to investigate whether
people were rich or poor, children learn

about what life was like for people
living in Tudor times.

Extending their chronological
knowledge beyond 1066, children

learn about how World War II
changed British society. They

discover the different reasons why
Britain went to war in 1939 and

investigate the experiences of
families during the Blitz. Using a

range of sources which are new to
them including video and

photographs, children reconstruct
the feelings of those living on the
home front in World War II and

consider how migrants helped the
war effort.

Investigating why historical figures are
on banknotes and learning about the

criteria for historical significance.
Children participate in a tennis rally
debate and create a video to explain
why a particular historical figure was

significant, before selecting a historical
figure for the £10 note.

History Curriculum Overview
Year 5 and 6

Cycle B


