




Phonics is one method of teaching children how to read and write. Phonics is all 

about sounds. There are 44 sounds in the English language, which we put together to 

form words. Some are represented by one letter, like ‘t’, and some by two or more, 

like ‘ck’ in duck and ‘air’ in chair. Children are taught the sounds first, then how to 

match them to letters, and finally how to use the letter sounds for reading and 

spelling. Synthetic phonics refers to ‘synthesising’, or blending, the sounds to read 

words. It is based on the idea that children should sound out unknown words and not 

rely on their context.



These are the sounds the children will learn. 



These are words that the children will learn and use in phonics. 



Here this is taught through the bug club phonics scheme. In Bug club phonics the 

order in which the phonemes are taught is arranged into six phases. Each phase is 

broken into manageable units of three, four or five phonemes. 



When teaching the phases we use actions to support. These can be found on the 

videos attached to this slide which we will be sending out. 



When being taught to read words, children are taught to pronounce the individual 

sounds associated with the letters they see, and then blend them together to form the 

word. Here we would; 

We look at the word ‘cat’.

We break it down into the phonemes /c/ /a/ /t/.

We blend (synthesise) the phonemes together to read the word cat.

We look at the word ‘goat’.

We break it down into the phonemes /g/ /oa/ /t/.

We blend (synthesise) the phonemes together to read the word goat.

This means that as soon as they have learned the first six graphemes and their 

phonemes, children are able to read and spell simple words. Once they have learned 

ten graphemes and their phonemes they can read and spell short captions and 

children have begun their journey to becoming readers.



Reading and spelling are reverse processes and are taught at the same time.

When the children are spelling; 

We hear the word /dog/.

We say dog and break it down into phonemes /d/ /o/ /g/.

We then write the three corresponding graphemes – the letters ‘d’ ‘o’ and ‘g’.

We hear the word /sheep/.

We say the word sheep and break it down into phonemes /sh/ /ee/ /p/.

We then write the three corresponding graphemes – the letters ‘s’ and ‘h’ for /sh/, the 

letters ‘e’ and ‘e’ for /ee/ and the letter ‘p’ for /p/.



When learning to read, children are also taught ‘tricky words’. These are words that 

cannot be fully decoded or irregular words. These are often common words (high-

frequency words) a child will meet in their early reading. 

We encourage children to use the phonemes that they know and tell them which 

phonemes are ‘tricky’. In bug club phonics we introduce these with flash cards which 

highlight the tricky bit of the word in blue. 

Our Bug Club Phonics books highlight the tricky words included within the book on 

the front cover so that the children are familiar with then when reading the book. 



These are also known as nonsense or alien words. These words are used to assess 

a child’s ability to decode a word using their knowledge of phonics. While we do not 

teach nonsense words, children do practice reading them as they are part of the Year 

1 Phonics screening check. 



Once children have learnt a unit of sounds, we check that the children are confident 

with these phonemes and decodable reading books are sent home that are carefully 

matched to the phonemes they have been learning. 

The books are for your child to practice applying their phonics knowledge and read to 

you. Your child may not be able to read every word fluently, however, they should be 

encouraged to use their phonic knowledge for words they do not know. They should 

sound out the individual sounds and then blend them to make the word. 

We encourage children to reread a book several times to improve fluency with 

decoding and build their confidence as a reader.



The phonics screening check takes place in the June of year 1 and this assesses a 

child’s knowledge of the graphemes and their corresponding phonemes and how they 

can use this to decode words and blend them together to read both real and 

nonsense words.The check consists of 40 words, 20 real and 20 nonsense. We never 

know the pass mark until the checks have been completed. It is conducted as a low-

key assessment, similar to assessments that children will undertake throughout the 

year. You will be informed if your child has passed or not passed the check. Those 

who do not pass the check in year 1 will receive further additional support in 

achieving this and will have to repeat it in year 2. 



In early reading the focus is on decoding the text, when we are applying the 

relationships between letters and sounds to be able to pronounce the written word. In 

the Early Years and throughout education we also develop comprehension skills. 

Children need confidence in both of these area to become good readers. 

Children will develop their ability to question and verbalise their thinking by looking 

closely at texts, making predictions and discussing in depth inferences they might 

draw from a text. 

This can be supported at home through high-quality talk and when you are reading to 

your child. Developing comprehension does not only need to happen with the book a 

child is reading. It can be when they are watching their favourite TV programme, while 

out on a walk or when looking at picture books. 




















