Headteacher's Reflection on our year 2023-2024

Another year has passed and over the last week | have taken the time to sit, look back and
reflect on all that has been experienced and achieved. This time of reflection highlights to
me how incredibly proud and privileged | am to be the headteacher at these schools. To
work with the amazing children, incredible staff, supportive families and active communities
is a joy.

| believe that our schools’ vision ‘Together, let us Love, Encourage, Achieve and Flourish’ can
be seen in all aspects of school life from the curriculum provided, enrichment opportunities
offered and caring family and community engagement. The meaning behind these words
has especially shone through in the last week during our house enrichment days where we
have been together and seen the children from across the schools work together, actively
encouraging each other, showing kindness and consideration for each other and achieving
the challenges set — be this an artistic masterpiece, a sporting accomplishment or managing
to find their way to Ramscombe using their leadership and map skills. Together we have
shown that we really can flourish!

As | wrote about in our newsletter last week - we fundamentally believe in providing an
educational journey where children can experience a broad and well rounded curriculum
with opportunities to explore the world around them, with rich experiences through the
arts, music, humanities and sciences. When reflecting on the year that has passed | started
making a list of all of the opportunities and experiences we have embedded within our
curriculum — exploring the world around us through LOTC days, forest school, trips to
Cheddar Gorge, Minehead beach, finding the source and mouth of the River Tone,
residential trips to Paignton and Kilve, planting a forest, visits to local farms, Stogumber
station, evacuating children on West Somerset railway.....visits from real life explorers who
have travel by sea or to space, visit from a range of different animals and finding out about
the past from museum workshops...experiencing art and music including tie-dying our own
house t-shirts, visiting the Brewhouse to watch ‘A Christmas Carol’, visits to East Quay,
Somerset Museum, world book day dance workshops and performing arts day at Queens
college. Performing and show-casing our talents in the Stogumber nativity, Crowcombe
court concert, performing arts café and ‘The amazing adventures of SuperStan’. And not to
forget our sporting achievements where we have represented the schools in cross country,
netball, gymnastics and sportshall athletics.

Throughout all of these opportunities the children have shown our school Christian values of
Generosity, Optimism, Determination, Curiosity and Courage.

Our children have shown generosity particularly through the work of our school council and
collective worship ambassadors in raising funds and awareness for charities and events
including World Mental Health Day, Children’s Mental Health week, Children in Need, Red
Nose Day, and raising aware of anti-bullying through odd socks day and celebrating Anti-
Bullying week.

Our children have shown optimism and curiosity when provided with opportunities to
explore the beautiful world around them through LOTC days where we have focussed on



developing our map skills, and also considering our own spirituality through mindfulness
and taking time to look inwards, look outwards and look up at the awe and wonder of our
world.

Our children have shown determination and courage when faced with a challenge and
developing resilience and a willingness to try again and to understand that making mistakes
is a key part of the learning process.

But all of this does not just happen.

Thanks must be given to the tremendous efforts of the PTA to raise funds to support the
school. Highlights of the year have to be the Spring fete and of course Sheep racing — not
forgetting the arrival of the new minibus!!! In particular | would like to thank Paul Kenny as
the chair of the PTA. Not only does Paul co-ordinate and lead the PTA but he is always on
hand to help out with other things happening in school and we are very grateful for all that
he does.

Thanks must also go to the parent helpers and community volunteers that support us with
trips, reading and class based activities — without their support many of the experiences we
are able to offer would not be possible.

Thanks must also go to our governors who dedicate their own time voluntarily to support
and challenge us to provide the very best educational provision for your children and our
communities.

| of course | must also thank the amazing staff team | have around me. Their dedication to
go above and beyond to provide the best for your children and our schools is truly
commendable.

So now we have reached the end of the academic year. An amazing year. And although the
staff are all looking forward to a well earned break, they also look forward to the return in
September! We do need to take a small pause to wish Miss Martin all the best as she begins
a new chapter in her life when her baby arrives —remember we are only a short drive away
so please do visit regularly and we look forward to your return later next year!

But for now | hope this moment of reflection that | have shared with you all brings a smile to
your face as we continue in this end of year celebration.



